Transcendentalism (1834-1860)
A philosophical concept and literary movement started in Europe and sponsored in American chiefly by Ralph Waldo Emerson.  The movement, which stressed idealism, intuition, and conscience, gained strength in America, in part from small groups of people coming together to discuss the “new thought” of the time.  They believed that within the nature of a man there was something which transcended the physical and human experience.

Basic Ideas of Transcendentalism:

1.  There are certain truths that lie beyond proof, truths known only to the heart, not the mind.
2. All men have in them a spark of divinity.

3. Man and nature are inseparable.

4. Man should live close with nature.

5. Man has a need for intellectual companionship and interest.

6. Man’s relationship with God is a personal matter.

7. Self-trust and self-reliance should be practiced at all times.

8. Intense individualism should be practiced.

9. The “vulgar prosperity of the barbarian” should be resisted.

10. Transcendentalists were reformers by mature.

11. The belief of the over-soul.

12. Optimism and Democracy are stressed.

